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            MEMORANDUM NO: 
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Memorandum  
 
TO:  Jemine A. Bryon, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Special Needs, DN 
   
  //SIGNED// 
FROM:   Kimberly S. Dahl, Regional Inspector General for Audit, Office of Audit, 2AGA 

 
SUBJECT: Independent Attestation Review:  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, Office of Special Needs, Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance 
Grants Program, Regarding Drug Control Accounting for Fiscal Year 2019 

 
 
This report provides the results of our independent attestation review of the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Office of Special Needs, Continuum of Care 
Homeless Assistance Grants Program, regarding drug control accounting and associated 
management assertions for fiscal year 2019 as outlined below. 

 
In accordance with Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) requirements, HUD made 
the following assertions: 
 

• HUD reported drug spending in accordance with the methodology approved by ONDCP. 
 

• HUD’s drug methodology used to calculate obligations of prior-year budgetary resources 
by function was approved by ONDCP in accordance with the criteria in section 7b(2) of 
the ONDCP circular. 

 
• The drug methodology that HUD disclosed in its report was the methodology used to 

generate the required table. 
 

• All material weaknesses, other findings by independent sources, or other known 
weaknesses, including those identified in the agency’s Annual Statement of Assurance, 
which affect the presentation of prior-year drug-related obligations, have been disclosed.  

 
• Any modifications made to the methodology for reporting drug control resources from 

previous years’ reporting, if reported, were approved by ONDCP.  
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• HUD’s methodology for establishing performance targets was reasonable and 
consistently applied. 

 
• HUD has established adequate performance measures and has a performance reporting 

system to collect performance data and generate accurate reports. 
 

• HUD’s explanation for revising or eliminating performance measures and targets is 
reasonable.1 

 
• HUD’s report reflected the data output generated by a methodology approved by 

ONDCP. 
 
Each National Drug Control Program agency must submit to the director of ONDCP, not later 
than February 1 of each year, a detailed accounting of all funds spent by the agency for National 
Drug Control Program activities during the previous fiscal year (21 U.S.C. (United States Code) 
1704(d)(1)).  In addition, the accounting must be “authenticated by the Inspector General for 
each agency prior to submission to the Director as frequently as determined by the Inspector 
General but not less frequently than every 3 years.”  The accounting and related assertions are 
the responsibility of HUD’s management and were prepared by HUD personnel as specified in 
the ONDCP circular, National Drug Control Program Agency Compliance Reviews, dated 
October 22, 2019. 
 
As required by Federal statute 21 U.S.C. 1704(d)(1), we reviewed HUD’s drug control 
accounting, including its written assertions.  We conducted our attestation review in accordance 
with attestation standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
(AICPA) and the standards applicable to attestation engagements contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Our responsibility 
is to express a conclusion on the subject matter or assertion based on our review.  The AICPA 
standards require that we plan and perform the review to obtain limited assurance about whether 
any material modifications should be made to the subject matter or assertions in order for them to 
be in accordance with (or based on) the criteria.  A review is substantially smaller in scope than 
an examination, the objective of which is to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
subject matter is in accordance with (or based on) the criteria in all material respects or the 
responsible party’s assertion is fairly stated in all material respects in order to express an opinion.  
Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
 
We performed review procedures on HUD’s assertions and the accompanying fiscal year 2019 
reports.  See appendixes A and B for the documents received from HUD.  In general, we limited 
our review procedures to inquiries and analytical procedures appropriate for the attestation 
review. 
 
Based upon our review, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be made to 
HUD’s assertions or the accompanying fiscal year 2019 reports in order for them to be in 

                                                            
1  HUD’s narrative disclosed changes to performance measures, ongoing efforts to enhance performance data, and 

plans to establish performance targets. 
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accordance with ONDCP requirements.  We believe that our review provided a reasonable basis 
for our conclusion.   
 
Although this report is an unrestricted public document, its purpose is to authenticate HUD’s 
reporting on national drug control spending to the director of ONDCP.  This report is not 
suitable for any other purpose. 
 
Thank you for the cooperation and participation of HUD personnel in completing the 
attestation review.  If you have any questions or comments to be discussed, please contact me 
at (212) 264-4174.  
 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: 
David C. Woll, Jr., Acting Assistant Secretary for Community Planning and Development, D 
John Bravacos, General Deputy Assistant Secretary, D 
Irving L. Dennis, Chief Financial Officer, F  
George Tomchick, Deputy Chief Financial Officer, F  
Emily M. Kornegay, Assistant CFO for Budget, FO 
Richard Baum, Senior Policy Advisor, ONDCP 
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Appendix A 

HUD’s Fiscal Year 2019 Office of National Drug Control Program Reporting 
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Appendix B 
 

HUD’s Representations Letter 
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