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May 6, 2024 

William J. Richardson III 
Deputy Inspector General
Office of Inspector General 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
401 Ninth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20004-2129 

RE: Audit of Community Service and Other Grants Awarded to Howard 
University Television, WHUT-TV, Washington, District of Columbia for the Period 
July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2022, Draft Report No. AST2303-XXXX 

Dear Mr. Richardson: 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Draft Audit Report.  Throughout the audit 
process, we have worked closely with the OIG’s staff and appreciate the diligence and 
collegiality of your audit team.  We viewed this audit as an opportunity to review and improve 
our internal processes and procedures. 

We would like to take this opportunity to address the recommendations and observations 
contained in the Draft Report.  For convenience’s sake, we will respond to the Draft Audit 
Report’s conclusions and the resulting recommendations in the Draft Report, in the order they 
appear.   

OIG Recommendations 1 and 2: 
We recommend that CPB management require WHUT to: (1) repay $41,755 in 
questioned costs; and (2) identify the corrective actions and controls it will implement to 
ensure future compliance with CSG, Interconnection, and Ready to Learn grant 
agreement terms, including: (a) expending funds within grant term limits; and 
(b)accounting for direct labor hours on federal grants. 

Howard University, WHUT’s Response: 
The Draft audit Report questioned  $39,926 costs, including $38,515 of Interconnection 
Funds and $1,411 of CSG because the Draft Audit Report concluded these expenditures 
were made outside the appropriate spending period. 

The questioned Fiscal Year 2020 Interconnect expenditures totaling $19,723 were 
originally charged to the CSG grant GRT0009683 as of March 31, 2020, which falls 
within the project's period of performance.  The reclassification of this expense was then 
transferred to GRT009682 on March 31, 2021.  While Howard agrees that the transfer of 
the PBS dues costs was delayed, it is important to note that although the reclassification 
was done in 2021, the actual payment for the expenses occurred within the appropriate 
spending period.  

The Fiscal Year 2021 Interconnect expenditures totaling $18,792 were originally 
charged to the CSG grant GRT0009683 as of July 31, 2021, which falls within the 
project's period of performance.  The reclassification of these expenses was transferred 
to GRT009682B on March 31, 2022.  Again, Howard agrees that the transfer of the PBS 
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dues costs was delayed.  However, it is important to note that although the 
reclassification was done in 2022, the actual payment for the expenses occurred during 
the appropriate spending period.  

Regarding the Fiscal Year 2020 CSG expenditure totaling $1,411, the supply charge on 
Purchase Order 10005646 was encumbered 09/21/2021, prior to the end date of the 
grant’s spending period, 09/30/2021.  The invoice date is 09/01/2021 but paid on 
February 25, 2022.  This timing of the actual payment, though, does not change the fact 
the expenditures occurred within the spending period and were encumbered at that time.   
As such, it is not accurate to conclude WHUT did not comply with the spending period 
requirements for the Television CSG. 

The Draft Audit Report also concluded WHUT did not maintain records to account for 
the time that an employee spent on the Ready to Learn program.  This employee was a 
salaried employee with partial effort charged to the grant. Howard University’s salaried 
employees do not require timesheet maintenance.  In lieu of timesheets, bi-annual effort 
certifications are maintained.  This process complies with the Uniform Guidance. 

OIG Recommendations 3 and 4: 
We recommend that CPB management require WHUT to: (3) repay $10,986 in CSG 
overpayments; and (4) identify the corrective actions and controls it will implement to 
ensure future compliance with all CPB NFFS reporting requirements, including: (a) 
using GAAP to record and depreciate capital investments and improvements; (b) 
supporting labor charges for departmental employees paid with General Appropriated 
funds; (c) identifying the difference between a contribution and an exchange transaction; 
(d) accounting for endowment fund transactions; and (e) identifying unsupported revenue
transactions.

Howard University, WHUT’s Response: 
Howard University agrees with the Draft Report’s conclusion that WHUT overreported 
non-Federal Financial Support, which resulted in an overpayment of CSG funds, with 
two exceptions.   

First, Howard University disagrees with the Draft Report’s conclusion that University 
officials were unable to provide supporting documentation for claimed labor costs 
totaling $24,474.  Howard University can provide the Office of Inspector General with a 
list of the names of the employees who are charged to the Cost Center (CC8500 series 
including Institutional Designated Accounts and the amount charged to that Cost Center. 

Second, Howard University disagrees with the Draft Audit Report’s conclusion that 
WHUT overstated NFFS by $546 because it was unable to provide support for a claimed 
preauthorized ACH revenue settlement transaction.  WHUT contacted the credit card 
company but was facing difficulties obtaining information from the credit card company 
regarding this batch, due to the old age of the transaction which meant that the records 
are archived or not readily accessible.  

Regarding corrective actions, Station management is developing, implementing, and 
documenting specific processes so that proper controls are in place to ensure compliance 
with financial reporting requirements.  Station management is closely partnering with 
the University’s Financial Grants & Contracts Office and the station’s external auditors 
to ensure ongoing compliance. 

OIG Recommendations 5 and 6: 
We recommend that CPB management require WHUT to: (5) provide adequate notice of 
meeting of the Board Committees meetings that include the date, time, and location of 
meetings, as well as a link to any future CAB virtual meetings; and (6) identify the 
corrective actions and controls it will implement to ensure future compliance with Act 



and CPB General Provision requirements for annually posting the station’s most recent 
AFR and providing adequate advance notice of open meetings, including the date, time, 
and location. 

Howard University, WHUT’s Response: 
WHUT station management will implement a process to ensure compliance with the 
Communications Act and CPB General Provisions.  Regarding advance public notice of 
CAB meetings, WHUT has proceeded to post the link for any virtual meetings on the 
website and will add the physical location of the in-person meetings. WHUT will 
coordinate with the Howard University Office of the Secretary of the Board to get 
updated calendars for committee meetings, including dates, times, and locations. 
WHUT has also created a checklist to ensure the timely posting of the most current CPB 
AFR on the station’s website. 

Thank you once again for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Audit Report.  Please feel 
free to contact WHUT if you have any questions or would like further information. 

Sincerely, 

Sean D. Plater, MBA 
General Manager  



Call:        Inspector General Hotline 
202-879-9728 or
800-599-2170

Email:       oigemail@cpb.org

Write:        Inspector General Hotline 
      Office of the Inspector General

Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
      401 Ninth Street, NW
      Washington, DC 20004-2129

Website:     https://cpboig.oversight.gov/hotline

On October 1, 2017, the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE) 
announced the official launch of Oversight.gov. This new website provides a “one stop shop” to 
follow the ongoing oversight work of all Inspectors General that publicly post reports.   

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting, like the other OIGs, will continue to post reports to its 
own website.  But with the launch of Oversight.gov, users can now sort, search, and filter the 
site’s database of public reports from all of CIGIE’s member OIGs to find reports of interest.  In 
addition, the site features a user-friendly map to find reports based on geographic location, and 
contact information for each OIG’s whistleblower hotline.  Users can receive notifications when 
new reports are added to the site by following CIGIE’s new Twitter account, @OversightGov. 

Contact CPB OIG
If you have information about fraud, waste, or abuse involving 
CPB funds, initiatives, or operations, please call, write, or e-mail 
the Office of the Inspector General or file a complaint through 
our website.  Your report may be made anonymously.

mailto:oigemail%40cpb.org?subject=
http://oversight.gov



