
Most OIG reports/activities referenced are from FY 2024.

Inspectors General Fight Fraud

IGs play a significant role in detecting and 
deterring fraud, waste, and abuse. In fiscal year 
2024 alone, IG investigative work resulted in 
approximately: 

	● 3,675  successful criminal prosecutions, 

	● 1,015  successful civil actions, and  

	● $18.4 billion in recoveries.

	● The Pandemic Response Accountability Committee (PRAC) and its data analytics center 
identified $5.4 billion in potentially fraudulent pandemic loans obtained using over 
69,000 questionable Social Security Numbers.

	● The Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration identified a fraud scheme and alerted 
the Internal Revenue Service to prevent $3.5 billion of potentially improper Employee 
Retention Credits and Sick and Family Leave Credits.

	● A joint criminal investigation involving five IGs (HHS OIG, VA OIG, OPM OIG, DoD OIG, and 
Amtrak OIG) and their law enforcement partners (FDA OCI, FBI, DEA, and DOJ) resulted in 
an opioid manufacturer being ordered to pay more than $1.5 billion in criminal fines and 
forfeiture for distributing misbranded opioid medication. 

	● The Department of State OIG found that a business owner fraudulently induced U.S. 
government agencies to pay his company more than $125 million and paid bribes to a 
government insider.

	● A Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation OIG evaluation, in a partnership with the PRAC 
and its data analytics center, identified Special Financial Assistance Program approved 
and paid applications included erroneous calculations due to the inclusion of deceased 
participant data. Based on this evaluation, PBGC has adjusted its approval process for 
applications which will result in an estimated $125 million of taxpayer dollars being put 
to better use. Additionally, the PBGC is performing retrospective audits of all previously 
paid plans, resulting in the return of approximately $164 million to the U.S. Treasury since 
December 2024.

	● The Department of Housing and Urban Development OIG and the PRAC partnered to build 
an inventory of potential fraud schemes in HUD programs that were previously unknown 
to the agency. Some of those schemes were found in an investigation by HUD OIG and 
partners (DOI, HSI, DOJ, and DOL OIG) into New York City Housing 
Authority that resulted in the largest single-day total of bribery charges 
in the Department of Justice’s history.

https://www.pandemicoversight.gov/media/file/prac-fraud-alert-potential-ssn-fraud1pdf
https://www.tigta.gov/articles/press-releases/tigta-identifies-fraud-scheme-alerts-irs-prevent-35-billion-potentially
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/opioid-manufacturer-endo-health-solutions-inc-ordered-pay-1536b-criminal-fines-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/opioid-manufacturer-endo-health-solutions-inc-ordered-pay-1536b-criminal-fines-and
https://www.stateoig.gov/investigative-press-release/construction-company-president-sentenced-10-years-prison-25-year-fraud
https://oig.pbgc.gov/pdfs/EVAL-2024-12.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/70-current-and-former-nycha-employees-charged-bribery-and-extortion-offenses

